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He said the raid on the refugee camp 
near Takoradi, a coastal area not far 
from the border, was aimed at flushing 
out those who previously fought against 
President Alassane Ouattara. He said 
some ex-combatants had infiltrated the 
camp. 


Tens of thousands of weapons are also 
believed to be in circulation since the end 
of the crisis and the instability has led to 
a continued flow of refugees into Ghana. 
(© AFP, Accra 1, 8, 15/10) 


Malawi — Tanzania 


Ambassador Expelled 


Malawi President Joyce Banda announced 
that Malawi was suspending dialogue with 
its northern neighbour Tanzania over 
their border dispute (p. 19373) because 
the issue had gone “to the next level”. 


Tension is high following Tanzania’s 
claim of a substantial portion of Lake 
Malawi which the Tanzanians call Lake 
Nyasa (p. 19373). 


Tanzania resurrected the age-old territo- 
rial dispute when the administration of the 
late Bingu wa Mutharika granted a UK 
company concession to explore oil 
beneath the lake. 


In the 1890 Heligoland (also known as the 
Anglo-German) Agreement, Germany 
ceded the lake to Great Britain that 
colonised Malawi, then Nyasaland. 


Founding presidents Hastings Kamuzu 
Banda of Malawi and Mwalimu Julius 
Nyerere of Tanzania haggled over the lake 
again in the 1960s but Banda prevailed 
with UK backing. 


Tanzanian President Jakaya Kikwete 
reportedly said the Heligoland Treaty 
was flawed. Dodoma went ahead to issue 
a new map thereby scuttling scheduled 
talks over the issue with Lilongwe. 


Foreign Affairs Secretary Patrick Ka- 
bambe said that Malawian fishermen were 
being harassed on the lake and that 
Tanzania was sailing a gunboat ready to 
sink Malawian boats. (PANA, Blantyre 
11/10) 


Tanzanian ambassador to Malawi Patrick 
Tsere, speaking in an exclusive interview 
with Zodiak Radio, said Dodoma would 
be able to justify its stand and that 
currently the lake belongs to the two 
countries unless discussions proved other- 
wise. 


He added that the map was for adminis- 
trative purposes and not a sign that 
Tanzania had “claimed the lake through 
that map as the media reported. We are 
still committed to dialogue,” he said. 


Malawi now says the only way to resolve 
the matter is to take it to the International 
Court of Justice. (faceofmalawi.com 12/ 
10) 

On October 15th Ambassador Tsere was 
given 48 hours to pack his bags. (Daily 
News, Dar es Salaam 16/10) 


NIGERIA — CAMEROON 


Bakassi Judgement Final 


Nigerians in the Peninsula allege ill 
treatment and resolve to form a new 
republic. 


Nigeria’s federal government has said it 
will not appeal the judgement of the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
awarding the Bakassi Peninsula to Cam- 
eroon, citing various legal and ethical 
constraints. 


Attorney-General of the Federation 
(AGF) Mohammed Adoke announced 
the government’s decision a day before 
the expiration of the statutory 10 years 
within which Nigeria can demand a 
review of the verdict on October 10th 
2002. 


The AGF said a committee set up by 
President Goodluck Jonathan had 
weighed the implications of a failed 
review, having noted the stringent con- 
ditions attached to such review, and had 
advised Nigeria against appealing the 
judgment. 


Nigeria was unable to show that it had 
discovered a decisive fact, unknown to it 
before the ICJ judgment, which was 
capable of swaying the Court to decide 
in its favour. 


Nigeria’s Senate had passed a resolution 
mandating the federal government to 
appeal the ICJ judgement on Bakassi 
because of the plight of Nigerians living 
in the resource-rich peninsula, a low- 
lying island extending from Calabar in 
South-eastern Nigeria into the Atlantic 
Ocean. Mr. Adoke said Nigeria was 
particularly concerned by the allegations 
of human rights abuses being perpe- 
trated against Nigerians. 


“The FG is determined to engage Cam- 
eroon within the framework of the 
existing implementation mechanisms 
agreed to by Nigeria and Cameroon in 
order to protect the rights and liveli- 
hoods of Nigerians living in the Penin- 
sula,”’ he said. (PANA, Lagos 9/10) 


Chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Rules and Business, Senator Ita Solo- 
mon Enang (PDP, Akwa Ibom North- 
East), said the government had demon- 
strated a disregard for the resolutions of 
the legislature by failing to reopen the 
Bakassi case. 


Twenty-five state lawmakers took to the 
streets in a one-kilometre march, chant- 
ing slogans insisting that Bakassi will 
remain a Nigerian territory irrespective 
of the Federal Government’s decision. 
(Daily Trust, Abuja 10/10) 


After the Nigerian government’s failure 
to appeal the ICJ ruling, the people of 


Continental Alignments 


Bakassi who do not wish to be under 
Cameroon’s government have the option 
of seeking self determination under 
international law. 


The Nigerians living in Bakassi allege 
that Cameroon has broken Article 2 of 
the Green Tree Agreement that ceded 
the area to Cameroon, which states that 
Cameroon shall respect the culture and 
property of Nigerian nationals living in 
the Peninsula and “take every necessary 
measure to protect them”. 


They have often protested the alleged ill- 
treatment they receive from Cameroo- 
nian security forces and feel rejected by 
Nigeria. (The Africa Report 15/10) 


Republic of Ambazonia? 


Nigerian border communities have 
resolved to join forces with their coun- 
terparts in Cameroon to form the 
Republic of Ambazonia. 


The border communities have formed an 
association to galvanise support to 
solicit recognition by the United Nations 
(UN) and other countries. The associa- 
tion will act as a lobby group and reach 


Ambazonia 


Ambazonia 


e United Nations Trust Territory of The 
Southern Cameroons Under United King- 
dom Administration (1946-1961); 

e League of Nations Mandated Territory 
Under United Kingdom Administration 
(1922-1945); 

e British Captured Territory after the defeat 
of Germany in World War I; (1916-1922); 

e Ambas Bay Colony founded by English 
Baptist Missionary Society. (ambazonia.org ) 


The leaders of the self-declared Republic 
of Ambazonia (or Ambazania) in western 
Cameroon. (geocurrents.info ) 
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